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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A contact detecting device comprising: 

a flexible piezoelectric sensor of a cable shape; and 

a resilient member for holding the piezoelectric sensor therein, the resilient 
member including a hollow portion, which has a free end to allow the hollow portion 
to be opened, and a sensor holding portion for mounting therein the piezoelectric 
sensor by way of opening the hollow portion, 

wherein the hollow portion is provided with a support for maintaining a 
hollow state thereo f, and the support is provided between the sensor holding 
portion and an inner base member of the hollow portion . 

2. (currently amended) The contact detecting device of claim 1 , wherein the support 
has a straight rib shape formed as a single body with the resilient member and is 
provided b e tw ee n th e s e nsor ho l ding port i on and an i nnor bas e m e mb e r of th e 
ho ll ow port i on along a pressure sensing direction of the piezoelectric sensor. 

3. (currently amended) The contact detecting device of claim 1 , wherein the support 
has a straight rib shape formed as a single body with the resilient member and is 
provided b e tw ee n th e s e nsor ho l d i ng port i on and an i nn e r bas e m e mb e r of th e 
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hol l ow portion to be inclined to a pressure sensing direction of the piezoelectric 
sensor. 

4. (currently amended) The contact detecting device of claim 1 , wherein the support 
is a rib having a zigzagged shape formed as a single body with the resilient 
membe r and is provid e d b e twoon th e s e nsor holding port i on and an i nner bas e 
m e mb e r of th e ho ll ow portion . 

5. (currently amended) The contact detecting device of claim 1 , wherein the support 
is a rib of a curved shape formed as a single body with the resilient member-arid-is 
provid e d b e tw ee n the s e nsor ho l ding portion and an i nner baso momber of th e 
ho ll ow port i on . 

6. (original) The contact detecting device of any one of claims 2 to 5, wherein the 
support is formed of divided parts. 

7. (original) The contact detecting device of claim 1, wherein the support is an 
elastic body filled in the hollow portion. 

8. (original) A contact detecting device comprising: 

a flexible piezoelectric sensor of a cable shape; 

a resilient member for holding the piezoelectric sensor, the resilient member 
including a hollow portion having a free end to allow the hollow portion to be 
opened; 

a support for maintaining a hollow state of the hollow portion, the support 
being formed of an elastic body and filled in the hollow portion; and 
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a sensor holding portion, provided in the support, for mounting therein the 
piezoelectric sensor. 

9. (original) The contact detecting device of claim 1 or 8, wherein the resilient 
member is mounted to a mounting base such that the free end is located at a 
bottom part of the resilient member. 

10. (original) The contact detecting device of claim 1 or 8, wherein the free end is 
attached to a part of the resilient member by using an adhesive while the 
piezoelectric sensor is held in the sensor holding portion. 

11. (original) The contact detecting device of claim 1 or 8, further comprising a 
coupling means for allowing the free end to be attached to and detached from a 
part of the resilient member while the piezoelectric sensor is held in the sensor 
holding portion. 

12. (original) The contact detecting device of claim 1 or 8, wherein the free end is a 
part of a mounting member that is fixed on a mounting base when mounting the 
resilient member thereon. 

13 (original). The contact detecting device of claim 10, wherein the resilient 
member is mounted on a mounting base by using an adhesive material. 

14. (original) The contact detecting device of claim 1 or 8, wherein the piezoelectric 
sensor is made of a composite piezoelectric substance obtained by mixing 
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amorphous chlorinated polyethylene, crystalline chlorinated polyethylene and 
powder of piezoelectric ceramic. 

15. (new) An apparatus comprising the contact detecting device of claim 1 or 8. 

16. (new) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the apparatus is a self-propelled 
vehicle, a power window for an automobile, an electric slide door, a power sunroof 
or an automatic door of a building. 
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